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that this trip to-day was not his last." " You are a
madman !" " And you, saving the respect I owe
Your Excellency, are a fool!"

Meanwhile, Napoleon appeared even more formid-
able. There was no breach of order throughout his
immense Empire. From Rome to Hamburg perfect
obedience prevailed. The young army, as well as
the Old Guard, displayed enthusiastic bravery. The
Princes of the Confederation of the Rhine conducted
themselves like faithful vassals. It was not known
that the Emperor of Austria intended to abandon
the French alliance, and no one imagined that he
was working to overthrow his daughter's throne. It
was said that Napoleon's power would suffer some
slight diminution, but no one believed that he would
be ruined. The Bourbons were never mentioned.
They were almost unknown in France, and kindled
sympathy at the courts of Vienna, Berlin, or Saint
Petersburg. At Mayence, the hero of Liitzen and
Bautzen received as much homage as in his most
brilliant days. The Imperial star still shone in sight
of every one, like a setting sun.

Marie Louise, who more than anything dreaded a
rupture between her husband and her father, had
moments of uneasiness. Napoleon did his best to
reassure her, and talked continually of peace, even
when he was perfectly determined on war. He was
much touched by the attachment with which he
seemed to inspire the daughter of the Caesars of Ger-
many, and he expressed the utmost regard for'her,